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INTRO TO OUR MATERIALS
We here at History Making Productions hope that the Philadelphia: 
The Great Experiment series can enrich your classroom teaching in a 
way that is exciting for your students and not too time-consuming for 
you. Here's how it works. 

For each 25-minute episode you will find: 

BEFORE 

Attention grabbing "hooks" to stimulate student interest 

Images and/or documents from the film along with suggested discussion questions to 
prepare students to view the episode 

Vocabulary lists to teach unfamiliar terms 

Essential questions to help you frame the lesson 
DURING 

Note-taking sheets to keep your students focused as they view the episode 

Suggested stopping points to maximize student interest and understanding 

AFTER 

Follow-up lessons based on content from the episode 

Class activities based on the webisodes that accompany each episode, along with 
webisode worksheets that require information gathering, exploration of primary 
sources, and critical analysis 

Lessons based on primary sources relevant to the episode 

Suggestions for topics that can be explored more fully using our Shortcuts, brief 

interviews with experts that are available on the historyofphilly.com website. 
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A set of five quiz questions based on the note taking sheet

Relevant Pennsylvania Common Core Standards

http://www.historyofphilly.com


BEFORE 
(Preparing for and showing the episode should take approximately one 50-
minute class period.)  

To stimulate interest, show the introductory PowerPoint. The PowerPoint will pose the 
essential question, "What is an ideal city?" and will introduce students to William Penn. 

Words before watching: 
These are terms that are used in the episode and/or on the note sheet. It will be helpful to 
review any unfamiliar terms with students or to distribute the list to students. 

Link to word list with definitions 

Theologian – A person who studies God and/or religion 
Non-conformity – Refusal to go along with established rules and practices 
Avant-garde – Holding unusual or experimental ideas 
Recoils – To quickly move away from something that disgusting or frightening 
Opulent – Rich, lavish 
Frivolous – Lacking a serious purpose or value 
Salaciousness – Characterized by lust 
Facet – Aspect 
Rabble-rousers – A person who makes a group of people angry, excitied or violent, 
especially in order to achieve political or social goals  
Manifest – To make real 
Utopian – Relating to a place with ideal conditions 
Proprietor – Owner 
Thwart – Prevent 
Squalor – Dirty, poor conditions 
Decimate – Destroy 
Resonate – To have particular meaning or importance 
Vice – Bad or immoral behavior 
Entrepreneurs – A person who starts a business 
Pietist – Member of a 17th century religious movement that stressed Bible study and 
personal religious experience  
Despondent – Sad 

Wondering before watching 
These are the essential questions that permeate the episode and all supplementary materials. 
You may choose to present them before and/or after watching. 

• What are the characteristics and features of the ideal city?
• What were William Penn's visions for Philadelphia and for Pennsylvania? Which

of these were realized and which were not?
• How did Quakerism influence Pennsylvania in the past? How does it continue to

impact our city, state, and nation?

In Penn's Shadow: Lesson Plan for Teachers
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• How do ideas of power (cultural, military, commercial, religious, etc.) impact the
story of our region from 1600-1680?

DURING 
Work while watching: 
Students will fill out a note-taking sheet that, once filled out, will provide an outline of the 
episode. Link to note sheet 

Pause while watching: 
(9:00) You may want to pause at the end of the first two sections to make sure that
students understand Penn's ideals for Philadelphia. Similarly, you may want to pause at 
to review Penn's relations with the Lenape.

(17:02) This is a good point to do the primary source activity based on the
Germantown Quaker Petition Against Slavery. 

AFTER 
(Approximately one class period) 
Discussion after watching 

• Why is Philadelphia described as a "lynchpin", a "foothold", and a "buffer zone"?
• In what ways is Pennsylvania a "canvas for Penn's utopian dream"?
• What is meant by the statement, "Penn's city embodies the contradictions of the

man himself"?
• Penn chose to name his city Philadelphia, the City of Brotherly Love. What

would have been a more appropriate name for his city based on its condition
when he died? What would be an appropriate name today?

• Refer to essential questions

Activity after watching 
To review the content of the episode, have students use their note-sheets and 
recollections of the film to fill in the Evidence of Success/Evidence of Failure sheet. You 
may want to have students work in pairs or small groups. Or you may choose to assign 
groups of students to pay attention to one selected topic before the film begins—these 
students could then form an "expert group" in a jigsaw activity. 

Once students have completed the sheet, lead a whole class discussion. 
• Was Penn's "Holy Experiment" an overall success or failure?
• How have the results of the "Holy Experiment" improved or deteriorated since

the time of his death?
• Late in his life, William Penn declared, "It was no small satisfaction to me in

seeing the people prosper and growing up to a flourishing country, blessed with
liberty, ease, and plenty. But, alas! The many combats I have engaged in, the great
pains and incredible expense sink me into sorrow." Analyze this statement. What
would have been greatest "satisfactions"? What would have caused him his
greatest "sorrow"?
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Activity after watching—primary sources 
(Approximately one class period) 

The First Protest Against Slavery is a challenging primary source, but one that is 
accessible to students at different levels. Advanced secondary students, with scaffolding, 
can read the entire document. Or, you may want to divide students into groups and 
assign each group a "chunked" portion of the document. Younger or less skilled students 
can focus on the key passages that specify the signatories' objections to slavery.  

Full document 
"Chunked" document worksheet 
Key passages 
Key passages worksheet 

You can choose the version of the document that best fits your students' level and your 
available time. The question they are to answer, however, is the same: 
What were the specific arguments presented by Francis Daniel Pastorius et al in the First 
Protest Against Slavery? 

For further information and resources, see: 
Petition Background and Explanation 
Germantown Protest Historical Marker 
Enhanced Copy of Original Document 

Activity after watching—primary sources 
(Approximately one class period) 

This activity will give students the opportunity to compare maps of the modern day 
Philadelphia region to a map developed by Thomas Holme in 1687 to document 
patterns of settlement at that date. 

For more information on Thomas Holme and his maps of the region, see Thomas 
Holme Historical Marker. 

Ideally, the work will be completed by students working in pairs using two computers—
one to show the 17th century map and the other for the modern maps. By using the 
zoom feature, students should be able to examine the maps in great detail. Photocopies 
of the maps (preferably in color) should suffice if computers are unavailable. 

Comparing Maps Worksheet 
Map of the Improved Part of Pennsylvania in America by Holmes 
Philadelphia Downtown Map 
Philadelphia Region with Counties 
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Philadelphia Region with City Borders 

Another map activity requires students to compare Holme's 1682 Portraiture of the City 
of Philadelphia to a 1776 map of the city. This can be done as an additional activity, as an 
alternative exercise, or as a homework assignment. 

Comparing Maps of the Philadelphia Grid 

Portraiture of the City of Philadelphia 
Philadelphia 1776 
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In Penn's Shadow: Vocabulary List 

• Theologian – A person who studies God and/or religion

• Non-conformity – Refusal to go along with established rules and practices

• Avant-garde – Holding unusual or experimental ideas

• Recoils – To quickly move away from something that disgusting or frightening

• Opulent – Rich, lavish

• Frivolous – Lacking a serious purpose or value

• Salaciousness – Characterized by lust

• Facet – Aspect

• Rabble-rousers – A person who makes a group of people angry, excitied or

violent, especially in order to achieve political or social goals

• Manifest – To make real

• Utopian – Relating to a place with ideal conditions

• Proprietor – Owner

• Thwart – Prevent

• Squalor – Dirty, poor conditions

• Decimate – Destroy

• Resonate – To have particular meaning or importance

• Vice – Bad or immoral behavior

• Entrepreneurs – A person who starts a business

• Pietist – Member of at 17th century religious movement that stressed Bible study

and personal religious experience

• Despondent – Sad
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RELEVANT PENNSYLVANIA COMMON CORE STANDARDS 

Key Ideas and Details 

Grade 6-8 
-Determine the central ideas or information of a primary or secondary source; provide an accurate summary of 
the source distinct from prior knowledge or opinions.
-Identify key concepts in a text's description of a process related to history/social studies(e.g., how a bill becomes 
law, how interests rates are raised or lowerred).

Grade 9-10 
-Determine the central ideas or information of a primary or secondary source; provide an accurate summary 
of how key events or ideas develop over the course of the text 
-Analyze in detail a series of events described in a text; determine whether earlier events caused later ones or 
simply preceded them.

Grade 11-12 
-Determine the central ideas or information of a primary or secondary source; provide an accurate summary 
that makes clear the relationship among the key details and ideas 
-Evaluate various explainations for actions or events and determine which explaination best accords with the 
textual evidence, acknowledging where the text leaves matters uncertain

Integration of Knowledge and Ideas 

Grade 6-8 
-Integrate visual information (e.g. in charts, graphs, photographs, videos, or maps) with other 
information in print and digital texts) 
-Distinguish among fact, opinion, and reasoned judgment in a text.
-Analyze the relationship between a primary and secondary source on the same topic.

Grade 11-12 
-Integrate an evaluate multiple sources of information presented in diverse formats and media (e.g. visually, 
quantitatively, as well as in words) in order to address a question or solve a problem 
-Evaluate an authors's premises,claims, and evidence by corroborating or challenging them with other 
information
-Integrate informationation from diverse sources, both primary and secondary, into a coherent understanding 
of an event, noting discrepancies among sources.

Craft and Strucure

Grade 6-8
-Identify aspects of a text that reveal an author's point of view or purpose (e.g., loaded language inclusion 
or avoidance of particular facts).

Grade 9-10
-Analyze how a text uses structure to emphasize key points or advance an explaination or analysis

Grade 11-12
-Evaluate authors' differing points of view on the same historical event or isssue by assessing the author's 
claims, reasoning, and evidence.

Grade 9-10
-Assess the extent to which the reasoning and evidence in a text support the author's claims. -
Compare and contrast treaments of the same topic in several primary and secondary sources
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In Penn's Shadow: 1680-1720, Episode Note Sheet
Fill this in as you watch. Sentences in italics are direct quotations from the episode. 

I.	  Background	  on	  William	  Penn	  

A.	  What	  are	  three	  things	  you	  learn	  about	  William	  Penn	  in	  the	  opening	  minutes	  of	  the	  
episode?	  Possible answers include: 

• Son of an admiral (a war hero and ally of King Charles II)
• A radical, a gentleman, a theologian, a man of reason
• Quaker—belief in human equality
• Only portrait has him wearing armor
• Wears a wig to hide smallpox scars
• Marked by growing up in an era of war and upheaval
• Did not join Anglican Church
• An outsider at home and in British society
• Becomes part of a group of avant-garde thinkers (called

Philadelphians)
B.	  Angered	  by	  his	  son's	  disobedience,	  Admiral	  Penn	  sends	  William	  on	  a	  tour	  of	   
France and	  	  Italy	  .	  William	  is	  not	  impressed;	  he	  recoils	  at	  the	  misery	  and	  
suffering surrounding	  the	  opulent	  palaces—the	  frivolous	  playground	  of	  his	  own	  
social class.	  	  

C.	  He’s	  seen	  London ,	  which	  burned	  in	  1666.	  He’s	  seen	  Paris and	  the	  extraordinary	  
inequality	  of	  wealth ,	  the	  salaciousness	  of	  the	  court and	  the	  ridiculousness	  of	  
pretension.	  	  

D.	  He	  imagines	  all	  he	  can	  do	  to	  mend the world.	  He	  sees	  plainly	  dressed	  preachers 
roaming	  the	  countryside,	  railing	  against	  war	  and	  material	  wealth.	  Inspired,	  William	  
joins	  their	  fledgling	  movement,	  the	  Religious	  Society	  of	  Friends	  Quakers. 	  

E.	  Because	  of	  his	  beliefs	  and	  actions,	  he	  is	  put	  in	  jail.	  Eventually	  his	  father pays	  for
his	  release.	  

F.	  To	  pay	  off	  a	  debt	  to	  Admiral	  Penn,	  King	  Charles	  II	  offers	  45,000 acres	  of
woodland	  on	  the	  west side	  of	  the	  Delaware	  River.
G.	  Penn	  had	  a	  dream	  he	  called	  the	  Holy Experiment
II. Plans	  for	  Philadelphia

A. At age 36, Penn has secured a canvas for his utopian dream. He wants to call it 
Sylvania, Latin for woods. But the king insists upon naming the colony for William’s 
father, Admiral Penn. 

B. Penn isn't the first to get here: there were Swedes here, Dutch, Finns, Native 
Americans. 

C. Holme and Penn envision a new type of city 
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In Penn's Shadow: 1680-1720 
Fill this in as you watch. Sentences in italics are direct quotations from the episode. 

• Spacious enough to guard against the squalor of European capitals.
• Built with enough green space that a fire couldn't decimate it.
• A distinctive town of square blocks and wide streets.
• There would be no dark alleyways as in London or other European cities where vice

might flourish in the shadows.
• Holme comes up with an orderly grid pattern. There will be a center square where

City Hall is now.
• The city will go from river to river.
• The principle of order–which is what Quakers were really about… is what resonates

most.
• Penn believes it will be a place that aspires to the Quaker ideal of brotherly love.

III. Relations with the Lenape

In what way was Penn a good partner to the Lenape? 

• Wanted a peaceful partnership
• Learned their language
• Followed their ceremonies
• Sat with leaders and made plan to live together in peace
• Didn’t want walls or garrisons for protection (as had been built in

other cities)
• Purchased land
• Signed “Penn’s Treaty”

What were challenges in Penn's relations with the Lenape? 

• Buildings went up quickly
• Lenape suspected Penn of cheating them

IV. Development of the City
When Penn is away in England, Philadelphia settlers go against his expectations by 
doing the following: 

• Crowded close to the Delaware River
• Cut little alleyways into the alleyways
• By 1693 there are 20 taverns in Philadelphia. Some of them operate illegally in

makeshift caves along the banks of the Delaware, magnets for drunkenness
and vice.

V. Slavery 

A. In 1684, a shipment of 150 enslaved Africans arrived to be auctioned off. 

B. By 1693 there are hundreds of slaves in Philadelphia. 

C. Pastorius and three other immigrants sign the Germantown Quaker Petition Against 
Slavery –the first of its kind in North America.  

VII. A City Transformed
A. What did Penn find when he returned to Philadelphia in 1699?: 
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In Penn's Shadow: 1680-1720 
Fill this in as you watch. Sentences in italics are direct quotations from the episode.  

• a “lawless city”
• high incarceration rate
• deviant behavior

The 1701 Charter of Privileges signed by Penn calls for: 

• First democratically elected legislature in North America
• Basic rights of citizenship

After Penn suffers a series of strokes, Hannah Penn takes over the government of 
Pennsylvania. 

In William Penn dies broke, and despondent. Yet he also recognizes that he has set an 
extraordinary place in motion.  
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Successes	  and	  Failures	  of	  Penn's	  Vision	  
Teacher Key and Additional Information 

Evidence	  of	  Success	   Evidence	  of	  Failure	  
Clean,	  
green,	  and	  
orderly	  

• Streets laid out in a
grid pattern (that, for
the most part, remains
today)

• Plan for a center
square (now City
Hall)

• Note—there was also a 
plan for a square in 
each quadrant; these 
still exist today 
(Rittenhouse Square, 
Washington Square, 
Franklin Square and 
Logan Circle) 

• Settlers crowded around the
Delaware River instead of
spreading evenly across the
grid

• Alleyways were cut into
alleyways disrupting the grid

• When Penn and his wife,
Hannah Callowhill, return in
1699, the streets are mostly
unpaved and poorly drained

• Creeks became dumping
grounds for trash

Morally	  
pure	  

• Pastorius, the founder
of Germantown, sees
the hypocrisy of
Quaker slaveholders
and bands with 3
others to sign the
Germantown Quaker
Petition Against
Slavery—the first of its
kind in North America

• Alice Guest opens the Crooked
Billet Inn, the first of 20 that
exist by 1693

• Some taverns operate in caves
along the river and are
magnets for drunkenness and
vice

• Prostitution
• Slaves are among the "cargo"

to arrive at city ports
• Quakers, including William

Penn, owned slaves and
others financed the slave
trade

• By 1693, there are hundreds
of enslaved people in
Philadelphia

• In 1693, the governing
committee orders that any
enslaved person found in
public squares without
owner's permission will be
publicly whipped with 39
lashes

• When Penn and his wife,
Hannah Callowhill, return to
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Successes	  and	  Failures	  of	  Penn's	  Vision	  
Teacher Key and Additional Information 

the city in 1699, the city is 
lawless 

• Highest incarceration rate of
any colonial city

Peaceful	  
relations	  
with	  
Native	  
Americans	  

• Paid for Lenape land
instead of seizing it

• Penn met with Lenape
leaders

• Penn learned the
Lenape language and
followed their
ceremonies

• Penn's Treaty grants
Lenape land to become
Philadelphia

• Idea of harmony is a myth
• Interactions were limited and

not as peaceful as we've
thought

• Lenape feel threatened as
settlement expands

• The Europeans have a sense of
racial superiority—do not
expect Lenape to be part of
their community

• Lenape suspect they are being
cheated

• Ninichican says "William
Penn shall be my brother no
more."

Tolerant	  
of	  
religious	  
diversity	  

• Foundation of
religious freedom that
still exists today

• Johannes Kelpius, a
German Pietest who
believes the world will
end in 1694 brings his
followers (the Women
in the Wilderness) to
live in the woods
around Germantown

• They are able to
meditate in caves, to

• George Keith, a radical,
attacks Quakers as morally
adrift; they try to take over a
Quaker meeting house; they
are locked out and try to
break down the doors with
axes

• This divides the colony
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Successes	  and	  Failures	  of	  Penn's	  Vision	  
Teacher Key and Additional Information 

observe the stars, and 
to look for signs of the 
end of the world 
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First Protest Against Slavery Germantown, April 18, 1688 

This is to ye monthly meeting held at Richard Worrell's. 

These are the reasons why we are against the traffik of men-body, as followeth. Is there any that 
would be done or handled at this manner? Viz., to be sold or made a slave for all the time of his 
life? How fearful and faint-hearted are many on sea when they see a strange vessel – being afraid 
it should be a Turk, and they should be taken, and sold for slaves into Turkey. Now what is this 
better done, as Turks doe? Yea, rather is it worse for them which say they are Christians, for 
we hear that ye most part of such negers are brought hitherto against their will and consent and 
that many of them are stolen. Now tho they are black we cannot conceive there is more liberty 
to have them slaves, as it is to have other white ones. There is a saying that we shall doe to all 
men like as we will be done ourselves; making no difference of what generation, descent or 
colour they are. And those who steal or rob men, and those who buy or purchase them, are 
they not alike? Here is liberty of conscience wch is right and reasonable; here ought to be 
likewise liberty of ye body, except of evil-doers, wch is an other case. But to bring men hither, 
or to rob and sell them against their will, we stand against. In Europe there are many oppressed 
for conscience sake; and here there are those oppossd who are of a black colour. And we who 
know that men must not commit adultery – some do commit adultery, in others, separating 
wives from their husbands and giving them to others; and some sell the children of these poor 
creatures to other men. Ah! Doe consider well this thing, you who doe it, if you would be done 
at this manner? And if it is done according to Christianity? You surpass Holland and Germany in 
this thing. This makes an ill report in all those countries of Europe, where they hear off, that ye 
Quakers doe here handel men as they handle there ye cattle. And for that reason some have no 
mind or inclination to come hither. And who shall maintain this your cause, or pleid for it? Truly 
we can not do so, except you shall inform us better hereof, viz., that Christians have liberty to 
practise these things. Pray, what thing in the world can be done worse towards us, than if men 
should rob or steal us away, and sell us for slaves to strange countries; separating housbands 
from their wives and children. Being now this is not done in the manner we would be done at 
therefore we contradict and are against this traffic of men-body. And we who profess that it is 
not lawful to steal, must, likewise, avoid to purchase such things as are stolen, but rather help to 
stop this robbing and stealing if possible. And such men ought to be delivered out of ye hands of 
ye robbers, and set free as well as in Europe. Then is Pennsylvania to have a good report, 
instead it hath now a bad one for this sake in other countries. Especially whereas ye Europeans 
are desirous to know in what manner ye Quakers doe rule in their province – and most of them 
doe look upon us with an envious eye. But if this is done well, what shall we say is done evil? 

If once these slaves (wch they say are so wicked and stubborn men) should joint themselves – 
fight for their freedom, – and handel their masters and mastrisses as they did handel them 
before; will these masters and mastrisses take the sword at hand and warr against these poor 
slaves, licke, we are able to believe, some will not refuse to doe; or have these negers not as 
much right to fight for their freedom, as you have to keep them slaves? Now consider well this 
thing, if it is good or bad? And in case you find it to be good to handel these blacks at that 
manner, we desire and require you hereby lovingly that you may inform us herein, which at this 
time never was done, viz., that Christians have such a liberty to do so. To the end we shall be 
satisfied in this point, and satisfie likewise our good friends and acquaintances in our natif 
country, to whose it is a terror, or fairful thing that men should be handeld so in Pennsylvania. 

This is from our meeting at Germantown, held ye 18 of the 2 month, 1688, to be delivered to 
the Monthly Meeting at Richard Worrell's. 
Garret hendericks 
derick up de graeff 
Francis daniell Pastorius 
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First Protest Against Slavery Germantown, April 18, 1688 
This is to ye monthly meeting held at Richard Worrell's. 

Make a bullet point list of the document's arguments against slavery using your own words. Keep in mind, that 
some of the words and spellings will be unfamiliar. Use context and prior knowledge to determine their meanings. 

1. These are the reasons why we are against the traffik of men-body, as followeth. Is there any that
would be done or handled at this manner? Viz., to be sold or made a slave for all the time of his life?
How fearful and faint-hearted are many on sea when they see a strange vessel – being afraid it should
be a Turk, and they should be taken, and sold for slaves into Turkey. Now what is this better done,
as Turks doe? Yea, rather is it worse for them which say they are Christians, for we hear that ye
most part of such negers are brought hitherto against their will and consent and that many of them
are stolen. Now tho they are black we cannot conceive there is more liberty to have them slaves, as
it is to have other white ones.

2. There is a saying that we shall doe to all men like as we will be done ourselves; making no difference
of what generation, descent or colour they are. And those who steal or rob men, and those who buy
or purchase them, are they not alike? Here is liberty of conscience wch is right and reasonable; here
ought to be likewise liberty of ye body, except of evil-doers, wch is an other case. But to bring men
hither, or to rob and sell them against their will, we stand against.

3. In Europe there are many oppressed for conscience sake; and here there are those oppossd who are
of a black colour. And we who know that men must not commit adultery – some do commit
adultery, in others, separating wives from their husbands and giving them to others; and some sell the
children of these poor creatures to other men. Ah! Doe consider well this thing, you who doe it, if
you would be done at this manner? And if it is done according to Christianity? You surpass Holland
and Germany in this thing. This makes an ill report in all those countries of Europe, where they hear
off, that ye Quakers doe here handel men as they handle there ye cattle. And for that reason some
have no mind or inclination to come hither.

4. And who shall maintain this your cause, or pleid for it? Truly we can not do so, except you shall
inform us better hereof, viz., that Christians have liberty to practise these things. Pray, what thing in
the world can be done worse towards us, than if men should rob or steal us away, and sell us for
slaves to strange countries; separating housbands from their wives and children. Being now this is not
done in the manner we would be done at therefore we contradict and are against this traffic of men-
body.
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5. And we who profess that it is not lawful to steal, must, likewise, avoid to purchase such things as are
stolen, but rather help to stop this robbing and stealing if possible. And such men ought to be
delivered out of ye hands of ye robbers, and set free as well as in Europe. Then is Pennsylvania to
have a good report, instead it hath now a bad one for this sake in other countries. Especially whereas
ye Europeans are desirous to know in what manner ye Quakers doe rule in their province – and
most of them doe look upon us with an envious eye. But if this is done well, what shall we say is done
evil?

6. If once these slaves (wch they say are so wicked and stubborn men) should joint themselves – fight
for their freedom, – and handel their masters and mastrisses as they did handel them before; will
these masters and mastrisses take the sword at hand and warr against these poor slaves, licke, we are
able to believe, some will not refuse to doe; or have these negers not as much right to fight for their
freedom, as you have to keep them slaves?

7. Now consider well this thing, if it is good or bad? And in case you find it to be good to handel these
blacks at that manner, we desire and require you hereby lovingly that you may inform us herein,
which at this time never was done, viz., that Christians have such a liberty to do so. To the end we
shall be satisfied in this point, and satisfie likewise our good friends and acquaintances in our natif
country, to whose it is a terror, or fairful thing that men should be handeld so in Pennsylvania.

This is from our meeting at Germantown, held ye 18 of the 2 month, 1688, to be delivered to the Monthly Meeting at Richard 
Worrell's. 
Garret hendericks 
Francis daniell Pastorius 
Abraham up Den graef 
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KEY PASSAGES 
First Protest Against Slavery Germantown, April 18, 1688 

Is there any that would be done or handled at this manner? ….to be sold or made a 
slave for all the time of his life? …..There is a saying that we shall doe to all men like as 
we will be done ourselves; making no difference of what generation, descent or colour 
they are.  

And those who steal or rob men, and those who buy or purchase them, are they not 
alike?  

Here (in Philadelphia) is liberty of conscience wch is right and reasonable; here ought to 
be likewise liberty of ye body, except of evil-doers, wch is an other case. But to bring 
men hither, or to rob and sell them against their will, we stand against.  

In Europe there are many oppressed for conscience sake; and here there are those 
oppossd who are of a black colour.  

This makes an ill report in all those countries of Europe, where they hear off, that ye 
Quakers doe here handel men as they handle there ye cattle. And for that reason some 
have no mind or inclination to come hither.  

What thing in the world can be done worse towards us, than if men should rob or steal 
us away, and sell us for slaves to strange countries; separating housbands from their 
wives and children.  

And we who profess that it is not lawful to steal, must, likewise, avoid to purchase such 
things as are stolen, but rather help to stop this robbing and stealing if possible.  

If once these slaves…should joint themselves – fight for their freedom, – and handel 
their masters and mastrisses as they did handel them before; will these masters and 
mastrisses take the sword at hand and warr against these poor slaves… 

This is from our meeting at Germantown, held ye 18 of the 2 month, 1688, to be delivered to 
the Monthly Meeting at Richard Worrell's. 

Garret hendericks 
Francis daniell Pastorius 
Abraham up Den graef 
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KEY PASSAGES WORKSHEET
First Protest Against Slavery Germantown, April 18, 1688

Summarize each of the following arguments against slavery using your own words. Keep in mind, that some of the 
words and spellings will be unfamiliar. Use context and prior knowledge to determine their meanings. 

1.Is there any that would be done or handled at this manner? ….to be sold or made a
slave for all the time of his life? …..There is a saying that we shall doe to all men like as 
we will be done ourselves; making no difference of what generation, descent or colour 
they are.  
No one would want to be sold or made a slave for life. 

2. And those who steal or rob men, and those who buy or purchase them, are they not
alike?  
There isn't a difference between capturing people and buying them.

3.Here (in Philadelphia) is liberty of conscience wch is right and reasonable; here ought
to be likewise liberty of ye body, except of evil-doers, wch is an other case.  
Here, in Pennsylvania, we have freedom of belief, so we should also have bodily 
freedom.

4. In Europe there are many oppressed for conscience sake; and here there are those
oppossd who are of a black colour.  
In Europe, many are oppressed for their beliefs; here it happens to people who are 
black

5. This makes an ill report in all those countries of Europe, where they hear off, that ye
Quakers doe here handel men as they handle there ye cattle. And for that reason some 
have no mind or inclination to come hither.  
When Europeans hear that Quakers treat men as they treat cattle, the Europeans 
will not want to come here.

6. What thing in the world can be done worse towards us, than if men should rob or
steal us away, and sell us for slaves to strange countries; separating housbands from 
their wives and children.  
What could be worse than being sold into slavery in a strange country and separated 
from your family 

7. And we who profess that it is not lawful to steal, must, likewise, avoid to purchase
such things as are stolen, but rather help to stop this robbing and stealing if possible. 
If it is illegal to steal, we should also not buy stolen things but should instead 
prevent stealing.

8. If once these slaves…should joint themselves – fight for their freedom, – and handel
their masters and mastrisses as they did handel them before; will these masters and 
mastrisses take the sword at hand and warr against these poor slaves… 
What if the slaves join together and fight for their freedom? 
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Maps of the Philadelphia Region: Then & Now 
TEACHER KEY AND ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 

I. Philadelphia Downtown Map 

A. In Holme's inset map at the top of Map of the Improved Part of Pennsylvania in America, 
he shows five squares that are larger than the rest, one in the center and four others, 
each in a different quadrant of the city. Looking at the Philadelphia Downtown map, 
determine the current names of each of these squares. (Hint: other than the square in 
the center, they are each labeled in blue.) 

Center: City Hall        Northwest: Logan Circle 

Southwest: Rittenhouse Square  Southeast: Washington Square 

Northeast: Franklin Square 

B.  Holmes' map shows all streets in an orderly grid pattern. In the northwest quadrant 
of the Philadelphia Downtown map, however, the Benjamin Franklin Parkway is at an angle 
that disrupts the grid. Why do you think such a street was built? What kinds of 
institutions are on or near this street?  

The Parkway was built in 1917 to beautify the city. It runs from City 
Hall to the Philadelphia Museum of Art. Numerous museums and 
other major institutions (e.g. Free Library of Philadelphia, Moore 
College of Art) are located on or near the Parkway. (Note: Answers 
will vary.) 

C. Notice that the streets running from north to south are numbered. The numbers 
indicate how many blocks a street is from which body of water? 

The Delaware River 

D. Most of Philadelphia's streets that run from east to west are named for trees. Why 
do you think that, as a Quaker, William Penn preferred to name streets for trees rather 
than for people?  

Quakers believe that there is that of God in every person and do not 
seek to elevate certain people above others. 

E. The original city went from Vine Street in the north to South Street. Which three 
streets between are not named for trees. 

South Street- Although Penn wanted it to be called Cedar Street, it 
was the southern border of the city until 1854. 

Race Street- In the city's early days, horse racing took place along 
what was meant to be called Sassafras Street. 
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Arch Street- The original name was Mulberry Street. Until 1720, an 
arched bridge crossed Mulberry Street along Front Street and the 
name stuck. 

E. Notice that the words map, Pennsylvania and Schuylkill are misspelled on Holmes' 
map. How do you explain this error? 

Spelling was not regularized at the end of the 17th Century. 
Furthermore, Schuylkill is a Dutch word and (still) difficult to spell! 

II. Philadelphia Region with Counties

A. Most of the counties indicated on Holmes' map remain counties today, though their 
borders are not precisely the same. Put a check mark next to the counties that you find 
on both the modern and the 17th century maps. 

______X____Bucks _______X____Chester ____________Montgomery

__________Delaware _______X____New Castle_____X_______Philadelphia

B. List at least two place names (other than the city of Philadelphia or any of the 
counties) that you find on both the modern and 17th century maps. 

Answers will vary but may include Radnor, Haverford, Ridley, 
Plymouth, Moreland 

III. Philadelphia Region with City Borders

In 1854, the city of Philadelphia was greatly enlarged as the city was consolidated such 
that city limits extended to the entire Philadelphia County. Using the map below, draw 
the current city boundaries. Try using the curves of the Schuylkill and Delaware Rivers 
to guide your work. This will not be easy!  

Maps Maps of the Philadelphia Region: Then & Now, Continued
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Map of the Improved Part of Pennsylvania in America
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Comparing Maps of the Philadelphia Grid: 
Ideal vs. Reality 

TEACHER KEY AND ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 
Note that answers will vary. 

To answer the following questions, you will need to compare Thomas Holme's 
Portraiture of the City of Philadelphia (the plans he laid out with William Penn's approval in 
1682) to a map of Philadelphia created in 1776. 

1. Holme's plan envisioned a city that spread out symmetrically from the Delaware River
to the Schuylkill River. The 1776 map, however, indicates a much greater concentration 
of development close to the Delaware River and nothing at all beyond Eighth Street. 
Furthermore, lots are divided into small and large parcels without regard to symmetry. 
How do you explain these discrepancies? 

Philadelphia was a port city and much of the early economic activity 
centered on the Delaware River. Much of the land to the west of 
Eighth Street was not cleared until much later. Some people (the 
poor, the enslaved) lived on tiny lots. In short, the Penn/Holme's plan 
was an idealistic vision on what the city should develop; the 1776 map 
depicts how the city did develop in its first hundred years. 

2. The major thoroughfare dividing Philadelphia into north and south is called High
Street on Holme's map, but it is labeled as "High Street or Market Street" in the 1776 
map. What might this tell you about the early history of this street? 

High Street was the name of the main thoroughfare in most English 
towns. Because market stalls lined the center of this street in the 
city's early history, it was given the nickname "Market Street". This 
became the street's official name in 1858, the same year that market 
stalls were removed from the center of the street. 

3. Thomas Holme's labels the Schuylkill River as the Scool Kill River.  Why do you think
these spellings are so different? 

"Schuylkill" is a Dutch word meaning "hidden river". The Dutch 
spelling would have been unfamiliar to an Englishman.   
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In Penn’s Shadow: 1680-1720 Quiz Questions (Based on Note 
Taking Sheet) 

1. ____Before coming to Pennsylvania, William Penn
a. Noticed the vast inequality of wealth in European cities.
b. Spent time in jail for his beliefs.
c. Joined the Religious Society of Friends (known as Quakers)
d. All of the above.

2. ____William Penn and Thomas Holme envisioned a city that would
a. Be built on a hill.
b. Have narrow streets to encourage people to meet their neighbors.
c. Be protected by a thick wall.
d. Be laid out in an orderly grid.

3. ____Each of the following is true of Penn’s relations with the Lenape EXCEPT
a. He required that the men learn English.
b. He signed a peace treaty with their leaders.
c. He was suspected of cheating them in land deals.
d. He was willing to participate in their ceremonies.

4. ____Settlers in Philadelphia violated Penn’s ideas for the city by
a. Operating illegal taverns.
b. Refusing to attend Quaker meeting.
c. Protesting against Penn’s leadership.
d. Building large homes.

5. ____Which sentence best describes slavery in Pennsylvania during the late
1600s?

a. It was illegal and rare.
b. Most enslaved people were Lenape.
c. In spite of an early protest, slavery was widespread.
d. A major slave revolt scared the early settlers.

Answer Key: 

1. d   2. d  3. a  4. a  5. c




